

memorandum OF CONVERSATION with the president 

AUGUSTA, GEORGIA 

_Sunday, April 17, 1955 - 12:30 p.m._ 


1. I discussed with the President a proposed press release 
which I had prepared on the plane en route to Augusta. The President 
approved this with two minor language changes, and we gave it to 
Mr. Hagerty for reproduction for use at a press conference I would 
hold after my meeting with the President was over. 


2. I then showed the President a draft of a statement of position 
with reference to the defense of Formosa. A separate memorandum .has 
been prepared on this item. 


3. I showed the President a copy of my cable to Collins 
suggesting his return (#4575). I had previously cleared this in 
principle with the President by telephone, and the President indicated 
his concurrence. _We talked over the situation. I indicated that 






!.. 11111111 III 11 ! Ill r III and I thought Collins* feeling that Diem lacked 
confidence in him was because Diem did not consult with nim'oh~ ~ 
certain matters which he felt Collins might feel in honor bound to 
disclose to Ely. 


The President agreed that we should not try to shift horses 
until we had another one to shift to. He also indicated his concern at 
the Congressional reaction, and said he felt it would almost surely 
mean cutting off the $100,000,000 for the FEC. 






(As I was leaving for the airport, I received a message that 
Collins was leaving for arrival on next Friday morning. I arranged 
to have this information relayed to the President.) 


4. I showed to the President the memorandum of conversation 
between Krushchev and: and he read much 

of it including the portion dealing with the Far East. 


5. I mentioned the proposed message to Congress dealing 
with the current MSA Program. I said I had some 
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concern about building up the President's "Contingent 
Fund" for Asia, because I felt it was going to be a Congressional 
target, - that we did not want to build up vast hopes which the 
Congress would destroy. 

6. I said we did not know yet the details of the Soviet 
proposal to Austria, particularly as regards the so-called "Four 
Power Guarantees". I said that I feared we might be put on the 
spot if the Soviets should demand a perpetual guarantee by the US 
of the neutralization of Austria. I said I felt that was the kind of 
a commitment that the Senate would shy away from. 

The President expressed his doubt as to whether it would 
be appropriate for the US to undertake any such engagement. He 
said, however, he was not sure that the Soviets would ask for it 
because he thought they would prefer to have the US get out of 
Europe and not be tied in by a perpetual guarantee. 

7. The President outlined the theme of a possible 
speech before the Newspaper Editors on, I believe, the 25th. 

He said he thought pf hitting very hard on the question of a liberal 
trade policy and saying le could not support any member of’Congress 
who disagreed with this general thesis. I expressed some concern 
lest he be interpreted as attempting to read "put of the Party" a good 
manyRepublicans. He agreed it would not be wise for him to go so 
far. 

8. I reported rather fully to the President about the 
incident of the Indian plane that had been ditched en route to Indonesia 
with Chinese Communists aboard. I said that it was an extraor dinar y 
chapter and had all the earmarks of a deliberate propaganda campaign 
I mentioned that there might be some coincidence between the 

"11 martyrs" and the 11 U$ prisoners held by the Chinese 
Communists. 

9. I reminded the President that his reply to Zhukov 
had gone forward and that the exchange had not been publicized. 

I thought that this perhaps indicated a desire on t^he part of the 
Russians to keep open this channel of communication. 

10. I told the President I had read two very inter¬ 
esting papers analyzing the Italian political situation, 
one being by Mr. Free and the other by'Ambassador Luce. 
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The President said he top had been much interested in 
them. However, he had observed that the Freed memorandum 
collapsed pretty badly when it came down to making any 
constructive suggestions. 

11. The President spoke of the political attacks 
now being made on foreign policy. I said I thought this 
was not unnatural. During the Congressional campaigns 
our foreign policy successes had been a considerable 
asset. Senator Lyndon Johnson indeed had told me he 
thought the biggest asset. I said that for 1956 it was 
important for the Democrats to try to destroy President 
Eisenhower's wide personal popularity and also to destroy 
the idea we were doing a gpd Job in foreign policy, and 
that undoubtedly explained the tactics now being developed. 
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President, Activities 
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April, 15th, 1955 
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Th f Pre ® ldent remained in his quarters from 7.30AM--8. 55 AM. 
The President walked to his office at $.55 AM arriving there at 9.00 AM The 

Preisdent remained in his office until 9.35 AM. At this time the President walked 
o e practice area (golf) and remained on the practice tee until 10.35 AM. The 
President at 10.40 AM walked to the putting green on the south side of the main 
Clubhouse and remained in this vicinity until 11. 23 AM. The President walked to 

is quar ers arr ving there at 11.25AM remaining here for lunch and at 12.10 Noon, 

he walked to the tenth tee, teeing off for 18 holes of aolf at l? 7 n m ’ 

with the • tut iuuui "" 8 „ if fr es of 8° lf at 12 - 20 Noon in company, 

witn the followmgi Prf A»M| persons, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Woodruff and Mr. Fairless 

The golf game ended at 4. 23 PM date. airless. 


April l$th, 1955 


c«. , President walked to his office at 8. 35 AM, meeting with Adm 

Strump from 9.00 AM-—10.00 AM. The President then posed for photo^aohVrs 

fMlo^' 8 , ed .o f °,e thC tenth tee for Ms Z° U same in company £ith the ' 

0 lowing persons at 10.10 AM. Mr. Roberts, Mr. Middtecoff and Mr. B Patton 

at m 3 'o p 8 M ^ M0 P ' M ' PreSWen ‘ returned to^iToffice 


April 17, 1955 


At tv t- „ T ff President remained in his quarters until 10:55 A. M. 

^ 1S . ? X w e th? Pre ® ldent departed his quarters to attend church services at 
the Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church in Augusta, arriving here at 11:10 A. M. 

»t ?? n mts US101 l the cllurcll - && ^ vi € W s. - services, the President departed 
at 12:10 Noon, arriving at his quarters at 12:15. The President was on the golf 

practice tee from 2:30 P. M. to 3:00 P. M. This concluded activities for this 

The President played golf with Mr. Albert Bradley, 


Mr. L. F. McCollum and Mr. Ed Dudley, leaving at 3:29, finishing at 6:35 P.M. 
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James C. Hagerty, Press Secretary to the President 


Statement by the Secretary of State 

rT 7 T» ^ ii 'n 

(Augusta, Georgia) 

I gave the President a review of recent developments in the field 
of our foreign relations. 

As regards Europe, 1 was able to report a steady progress in the 
program for bringing into force the treaties for German sovereignty, 

German entry into NATO and the creation of Western European Union. 

1 told the President that it was hoped to have a meeting of the NATO 
Ministerial Council early in May, on the assumption that the Federal / 

Republic of Germany would, by then, be eligible to attend; and that at r 

that time the Foreign Ministers would expect to discuss and, I hoped, 
advance concrete plans for new discussions with the Soviet Union. 

We discussed the developments regarding Austria. All the facts 
are not yet known and, until they are, nothing should be taken for granted. 

But on the basis of what is known, it seems that the Western nations are 
beginning to reap the first fruits of a policy of patient firmness. It seems 
that the Soviet Union now is willing to alter its ten-year stubborn policy 
of maintaining indefinitely Red forces of occupation in Austria. The 
change is, I believe, a first dividend resulting from the assurance of 
increased unity and strength in Western Europe. I have always felt that 
unity in Western Europe would make more likely constructive action by 
the Soviet rulers. 

I reported to the President cn the situation in Vietnam. There; the 
Central Government grapples with the problem of bringing about national 
unity. That, above all, involves the authority of the Central Government 
over the National Police now controlled by a Saigon group known as the 
Binh Xuyen. It also involves relations with the Hoa Hao and Cao Die 
sects which exercise some independent authority within certain areas. 

The situation is difficult, but the present problems are neither unexpected 
nor insoluble. There is no reason for discouragement. 

In relation to China, we discussed the grave implications of an ex¬ 
tensive build-up, how in progress, by the Chinese Communists of offensive 

airppwer on the China Mainland opposite Formosa. 

« 

In this connection. President Eisenhower spoke of the Bandung 
Conference, now opening. He expressed the hope that it will heed the 
universal longing of the peoples of the world for peace and that it will 
seek a renunciation of force to achieve national ambitions. The Presi¬ 
dent hailed the Bandung Conference as providing an opportunity, at a 
critical hour, to voice the peaceful aspirations of the peoples of the world 
and thus exert a practical influence for peace where peace is now in 
grave jeopardy. Such an influence, if it prevailed, would open a new era 
of social and economic advancement for the Asian-African peoples and 
provide them an opportunity to build solid and sustaining foundations for 
responsible self-government.and durable national independence. 
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT 
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The Secretary telephoned and said he thought he 

jVShsha tomorrow. He will come tpmorrov 
around 12:00 (land) and see the President at 12:30. The 
President suggested lunch. * 

The Secretary mentioned the plans for calling 

Cpllins hack and the President said OK. As soon as 

Collins gets the French proposal, he would return 
H6r6 • 


TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH HR. HAQERTY 



The Secretary suggested saying to the press that 
since he was going to Duck Island on Wednesday he was 
coming down to see the President before he got off. 


I 

j 


! 

i 

) 


K 


£ 


! 




S ma 









I 


TELEPHONE CALL TO MR. HAGERTY (AVGUSTA), 13:48 p. m., 4/16/55 



The Secretary asked Hagerty If the President would be available to 
talk with him any time soon. The Sec said he wanted to fix up a time 
when Walter (Robertson) and the Admiral (Radford) and he could come 
down there tomorrow. Mr. Hagerty asked if this would be a private 
one. The Sec said as private as yon can make it. Hagerty admit ted 
rt was almost impossible to keep people's goings and comings secret. 
The Sec said Radford, Anderson and others were here now, and Stump 
was about to come in. He said the Sa President knows what it is all 
about and knows it is terribly important matters. The Sec said he 
has a second matter to discuss. He is sending a telegram to suggest ‘ 
to General Collins that he should come back here to discuss personally 
what are his plans. This is the combined judgment of the Sec, Hoover 

Anderson, Radford, and the CIA people. The Sec said we can't do 
what is necessary by cable. 


Hagerty said he should be able to contact the President and 

report back by 1:30 today. The Sec said he would wait here to hear 

from him. After that heW@di§<^ e going home for lunch, and would 
be at home this afternoon. ’ ^ 
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